AreighBuie

Arleigh Albert Burke was borm on a farm outside Boulder, Collorado in October 1901. Al-
though uneblle to camplete his high school education because the sahool wes closed during the fllu
epidemic In 1917, he competed successfully for an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy.
Convinced that the inedequacies of his secondary education put him behind other Midshipren in
his class, Burke decided that he aould onlly overoare this deficiency by working nore diligently at
his studies then the others.  This pllan paid great dividends, and he graduated in 1923 in the top
sixthof hisclass. Taking this lesson stragly to heart, he ramained abeliever in the berefits of
sustained hard work throughout his Newvy career.

During the intervar years, Arleigh Burie honed his skills as a surfece warfare officer, serving
initaally in the battleship USSai zona, dotalining a postgraduate degree iIn ordnance engineering,
and rising eventual ly to comard adestroyer. It wes in this fomeative period of his career that he

learmed the Inportance of the Navy adege ““loyalty up, loyalty doan ™1 you expect loyalty fram
your people you must be loyal to them In retum.

Curing World War 11, Burke commanded Destroyer Squedron 23 (the “Little Beavers™) during
aarat in the South Pacific. Developing successful tactics to overoote Japanese advantages in
night surface goerations, he earmed fare as “31-knot’” Burke during the 1943 battles of Erpress
Augusta Bay and Cape St. George. It was in this period that his belief iIn the importance of
thorough training was val idated-as he explained to his subordinates, in canbat your outfit
ocould exqpect to do onlly about as welll as it hed trained to do beforenand.

During Dvight Eiserhoner”s terms as Presidatt in the 1990s, Arleigh Burke senved as Chief of
Naval Operations (ONO) for six years. While ONO he initiated efforts such as the submarine-
launded Polaris ballistac missile program thet traredously strergthered the U.S. Naw’s millitary
Gebilities.

Adniral Burke died on January 1, 1996 at National Naval Medical Center iIn Bethesda at
the age of A.
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Wi lliam Ward Burrons
Lieuterant Colorel, USVC

Major Burrons, who was bom in Charleston, South Carolina on January 16, 1768, had sernved
in the Revollutionary War wirth the state troops of South Carolina, but hed more recenttly becore a
citizen of Philadelphia.  In 1783, he was married to Mary Bod, daughter of Thaves Bod, Jr., who
was surgeon and purveyor of the Continental Amy

The Marine Corps, as well as the Navy, had 1ts hurblle beginning a short time prior to Its
actual authorization as a Corps and both were formed to meet an Inpending nattional crisis. The
first Marine units to be organized by Major Burrons were ship detadments for newly-acouired
vessels of the Arerican Navy, which were being hurriedlly placed in camission at Philladelphia
ad hurried of f to sea to fight cruisers and destroy comerce in the naval war wirth France. Duriing
the first several months that he was Commandant, his principal concem was the supplying and
keeping Up to strength the Marine detadments for the vessels of the Nawy.

Heedouarters of the Corps was In carp near Phitladelphia until the national capirtal began its
move to Washington in 1800. A small detadment of Marines was sent to the new capital in March
of that year to protect the nevly-established navy yard, whille Major Burrons, with his staff ad
headouarters trogps, moved to Washington in late July and set up their canp.

Major Burrons wes pranoted to Lieutenarnt Colonel on May 1, 1800. The quesi war with France
cortanued unti l Septenber of that year, when matters were finally adjusted. The insistence of
Congress that the cost of the naval establishment be Inmediately reduced caused considerable
erbarrassrent to Burrons In his effort to establish the Marine Corps on a peace-tine besis. The
vars with the Barbary States broke out soon aftervards and the main concem of the Corps wes to
supply detadents to naval vessels for duty in the Mediterranean.

The organization under 1ts first Comandant and for a nurber of years afterwards had no
particular reputation ad It therefore attracted few desirable men 1IMto 1ts ranks who cared to meke
Its service their life-tine career. The tum over of officers wes quite rapid and even the Comen-
dent himself, goparentlly sseing no great future in his branch of the naval service and for persoral
reasans, principally health, resigned his commission on March 6, 1804.

Colorel Burrons” dnaracter is gotly depicted by his distinguished contenporary, Weshington
Irving, who describe Colonel Burrons as “‘a gentleman of accomplished mind and polished man-
ner.”” Under his guidance many of the traditions and the esprit de corps had their begiming.
Collorel Burrons was not onlly the leader of the Corps but he also played an important civic,
business and social part in the life of both Philladelphia and Washington, where many of the
distanguished personeges of his tine were his personal and intinate friendcs.

Colarel Burrons died in 1805, just ore year after resigning fram the Marine Corps, adwes
buried in the Presbyterian Caretery i1n Georgetoan. His remains were removed fram Washington in
182 to their present restiing place in the Arlington National Caretery.

Bi ogr aphy courtesy of the United States Marine Corps

51




Adm ral Joseph Janes “Jocko” d ark

Joseph Jares Clark was borm on Noverber 12, 1893 in Chelsea, Oklahoma.  He at-
tended the United States Navall Acadeny,  graduatiing in 1918. He wes the Tirst Native
Arerican to gradlate fran Argoolis.  He preferred to go by the acraymof “J.J.”" insteed
of hisfull reme, or “Jodw’.

At the autset of World Warr 11, Cllark hed commanded an esoort carrier, Sunaree inthe
Atdantic ad of T the North African coest untal heves detai led to run tre rew carmier Yorktoan
(Cv=10). The Yorktoan becare flagship of Adniral Porradl during the 1943 carrier raids,
and Clark and his geeratias officer Jinmy Flatdey hed gooortunirtiies to draw up flest-wide
attadkplars.

In January 1944, VADM Marc A. Mirtscher hoisted his fllag on Yorktoan and was soon
npresssdwith Clark’s faghtarg spirttad abillrty. Qe noith after Mitsder’s tekenver of the
Fast Carriers, Clark wes pramoted to Rear—Adniral and COVCARDIV 13, During the Mariares
capaign, Clark, assQMTG 8.1, perfomed bralliantly duing a raid of the nortrem Marniares,
whiich he as Mitsder”s right herd and Rear-Adhirall Harrilll hed been assigned to udertale.
His faghtang oirttvwon the day, ad his exursian, plus his uwillingess o letHamill’s
gyposiaon to the geeration affect its autoore, further highligted his talent. He fought in
the Battde of tre Philigpire S, ad after tre battde, when all of the Tesk Groups returmed
o Ehivetok, Clark recenved permission for a strike against wo and Chichi Jima, which he
suocessiul ly conducted. Bven when idle and badk in the stattes, Clark wes a great aid to
Mrtsder. He suggested thatt Marine pilots e enployed on the carriers as replaocaants for
Tatigued Navy fliers, ad the Marines” planes would be coming in handy as well. Clark
retumed to the Pacific FHlest when Vice-Adniral Mitsder todk over tie Fest Carmiers again in
February 1945, Clark getting back his TG 53.1, and now agaiin erbarked on Homet. Serving
in the raids against Japen 1 1945, Clark’™s forces took saveral heavy attacks but escgped
uharmed. His last adventure in the war wes a tyjhoon whiich he hirt therks to an inacredibly
poor performance of TR38”s weather eqpert. He wes relieved of all aontat comands shortly
before the ed of the war-, eamiing again avell deserved dhore billet. Clark becare Vice-
Admiral and comander of the 7th Flest, which now hed the Fest Carriiers, during the Koreen
\Warr, and eed his carear as a fulll Acniral.

During his military career he was decorated with the Nawy Cross, the Distinguished
Service Mecal, the Silver Star Mecal, the Legion of Mert, the Nawy Comendataon Medal ad
the Koreen Order of MillTtary Merit.

Adhniral Clark died on duly 13, 1971 at St. Albarns, New York, ard laid to restwith full
milrtary hoors in Arlington Natiaral Genetery.
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RADM John A. Dahligren

Rear Adniral Jon A. Dahlgren (1809-18/0) wes a neval ordnance innovattor and com-
mancer of the South Atlantic Blodkeding Souedron during the Civill War. Dehllgrenbecare a
midshipran In 1826. Service on the U.S. Coast Suney (1834-37) distinguished his early
career. In 1847, Lieutenant Dehlgren wes assigned to ordnance duty at the Weshington
Newy Yard. Over the next fifteen years, he invartted and develgoed bronze boat guns, heawy
gmoothbore sell gus, ad rifled ordnence.  He also areated the first sustained weepons
R&D program and organization In U.S. naval history. For these achievenrants, Dehlgren
becare knoan as the ““father of Arerican naval ordnance.”” His heawy sroothbores, dar-
acterized by treir uusLal bottle e, were derived fran scientafic research intballistics
and metal lurgy, menufactured and tested uder the most conprehansive program of qual ity
aontrol in the Nawy to that time, and were the Nawy”s standard shipbcard armemant during
the Civil War. Pranoted to commander in 1855, cgptain in 1832, ad rear adniral 1n 1863,
he became cammandant of the Weshiington Navy Yard in 1861 and chief of the Bureau of
Ordnance 1IN 1832.

With help from his friend Abraham Lincoln, Dahlgren took command of the South
Atlantic Blod<ding Squedron in July 1863, and for the next o years led naval forces
besieging Charleston 1n the Unilon newy”s most frustraiting carpaign. Dehligren aogperated
megnificently wrth Amy forces, but udernanded mechinettions by the ground force con-
mander hindered the effort. Dehlgren’s courage remained beyond guestion during naval
attads on enay fortificatians, but he never figured aut how to counter tre eneny’s uder—
vater defasss. Asa leeder, he took good care of his enlistad men, ut failed to inspire his
officars. After the war he commanded respectively the South Pacirfic Squedron,, the Bureau
of Ordnance, ad the Weshington Nawy Yard.

Rearr Adniral Dahlgren died Jully 12, 1870.
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Sanel L. Gaely, Jr.

Vice Adniral Samel Lee Graely, Jr. hed adistinguished raval career as a surface varfare officer ad
mereger. Al leeders, civilianandmilitary, officer or enlisted, goverment service grace or Senior Beau-
tive Sarvice auld leam the daracteristics of effective leecership franGraely’s thirty-eight years inthe
Nawy. There are several notable achievarents to his aredirt including being the first African-Arerican to
canrand a carbetant ship, 1o be promoted to flag rank, and to comand anaval fleet. Gravely’s life
ad naval career, spamning fran 194 to 1982, allso reflect the inproved status of African-Arericas in
the Nawy and In Areriican Society. As a distinguished veteran of World War 11, and the Korean and
Vietrem\\ars, his military service suggests several gualities that a suooessful leader shoulld possess.

The first attribute s simply ““to ke ready.”” Gravely could not always determiine when an goportunity
would arise but he made sure that he hed prepared himself to be able to respod to 1t. Oostacles must
be tumed Into goportunities.  For exanple, when the officers club prevented Gravely fran entering, he
used the time to corpllete Navy correspondence courses.. The addirtionall education and training helped
him become a better officer. Like any other saillor, Gravely did not like every jab the Nawy gave him but
he did his best ineach of them.  In that sense, Gravely believed that all jdos were good jados because they
were daences to exel. Regardless of the size of ae’s comad, leed with integrity, professicalisn, ad
care. Graelyves a strategist as he faced more then a few dallenges.  Insteed of being overwhelmed by
them or focusiing on them, he found creative ways o circumvent them or o acoept them and he always
strove to leam fran his eqeeriences. Gravely never sat on his laurels. He continued to leam and to
eqad his horizos.  His career also sugests that: leeders nust be realistic and gotaimistic. ihile Graely
uderstoad the naval policies designed to limit African-Arericans in the Nawy, he did not let them limit
or disoourage him.. Anoter inportant daracteristic is having the rigit attatuoe, asvell as the goproori-
ate credentials. He believed that suooess and respect were not given o anyone; they hed to be eamed.
Another attribute of leadership is persaverance.  An effective leader has to be comitted enough to the
cause to foous on the goal -

Despite tre difficulties, Gravely enjoyed his revall service. This reminds leecers that it is inportant
to know your job and to do 1t well but you should not forget to enjoy the work. An effective leader
strives to make a positive difference for others ad has a genuine concem for others. Goad leeders are
not bom; they are developed and ane measure of thelr success is that they have trained others to be
effective lexbrs.

Finally, where one starts does not necessari ly have to guarantee where he ends up.  Instead of
aoogpting the odds for failure, one can beat the adds by working and studying hard.  Gravely began his
career as a searen goprentice at Great Lakes 1N 1942 and rose through the ranks to becore a three star
adniral.
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Rear Adniral Grace Murray Hopper

Throughout her long and 1llustrious service to the Navy and the nattion, Grace Hopper consis-
tently denonstrated leadership, areativity, ad tednical aopetence of the highest order.

Borm 1n 1906, Grace Murray graduated fram colllege in 1928 and by 1934 had earmed fram Yale
University a doctoral degree in matheratics, a real acoomplishment for awaren in those days. During
WorldWar 11, while enployed as a matheratics professor at Vasser College, she ansiered her country’s
call ad joined the Unirted States Navall Resenve.  Her first assigment wes wirth the Bureau of Ordnance
Camputation Project at Harvard University, where she worked on same of the Nawy’s first conputers.
After the var, the Naval Resenve officer retumed to civilian life, eventual ly joining the Sperry Rad
Corporation, are of the computer Industry’s picneering firms.  During thiis periad, sheves instrurental
iIn the creation of the ALOMHVATIC language for the UINIVAC 1 and INIVAC 11 computers.

In 1967, soon after Grace Hopper retired fran the Navall Resenve, the Nawy deciided it coulld not
afford to lose the services of the brilliant officer. Se senved on active duty for the next thwo decades.

One of her croaniing achievements wes 1o persuede the business world that computer langueges
oould be wrrtten inEglish, ensbling farms large and small to compile aomputerized payrold, billing, ad
other records. This also hellped the Nawy improve how it ordered, warehoused, and distributed its
syplies ad handled many other Iagistical and adninistrative fuctios. She ad her col leegues hellped
develop a common business computer language, known as COBOL.

Ore of her greatest attributes wes the ebil ity to instruct and persuede other's aoout the computer’™s
potential for improving the way peoplle and institutions processed and exploited information. Rear
Adniral Hopper, a gifted and entertaining speaker, appeared before hundreds of Navwy and civilian
groyes during her career. To many Areriicans this adniral care to symolize the professioal excellence
of the N\aw/’s officer corps.

Rear Adniral Hopper received nurerous honorary degrees and anards, including the Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the Naval Ordhnence Develgoment Avard.  In 1986, four
years before her death, President Ronald Reagan anarded Hopper the prestigious National Medal of
Tedrology at a ceremony in the White House.  But Rear Adniral Grace Murray Hopper, as she informed
her biographer, considered her highest anard to have been ““the privilege and honor of serving very
proudly in the Unirted States Nawy .’
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John Paul Jones

As an officer of the Cotinental Nawy of the Areriican Revolution, Jan Paul Jones
helped establish tre tradrtaans of courage ad professicalisn thet the Sailors of the Lhited
States Navy tocky proudly maintain.

Jan Paull wes bom in a hurble gardener’s aotitage 1N Kirkoeen, Kirkoudorightshire,
Sootlad, went to sea as a yauth, and wes anerdant shiprester by the age of twarty-are.
Having taken Yo residence in Virginia, he voluiteered early iIn the War of Indgpendence to
serne iIn his adgpted country’s infant navy and raised wirth his oan hands the Contianenital
ensign an board the flagship of the Naw’s first flest. He todk the war to the eneny’s
hareland with daring raids alag the British coest and the fanous victory of theBonhonne
R chard over HVS Serapi s.  After the Bonhonme R char d began taking on watter and fires
broke out on board, the Brirtish commander asked Jores 1 he hed strudk his flag.  Jones
replied, ““I have not yet begun to figit!” In the ed, 1twes the British comander who
urateral.

Jores is rararberad for his indonrtzble wall, his uwallingness to aosider surader
when the slightest hope of victory stall bumed.  Throughout his nevall career Janes pro-
moted professional standards ad training.  Sailors of the Unirted States Nawy cando o
better then to enulate the pirtt behind Jam Paul Jones’s starring Declaration: “I wash to
have no comectaon wirth any ship that does not saill fast for 1 inted to go inharm’sway.””
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Flect Adniral BEmest J. King

Emest Joseph King-bom 23 Novenber 1878 in Lorain, Ohio,—was appointed to the Naval
Academy In 1897. In Jdully 1898, during the Spanish-Arerican lar, he served as naval cadet in
San Francisoo, flagship of the Northem Patrol Souedron. Upon graduattion fram the acadamy in
June 1901, he went to sea to sernve the required tho years as a passed midshipran before being
commissioned an ensign on 7 June 1903.

In the years preceding World War 1, King sened in tre Asiatic Flest, Atlantic Flest, ad dore
duty at Amgpolis, Md. During World War 1 he served as aide and sguadron engineer to Adniral
Mayo, Cammander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet. After the war, with the rank of captain, he again
senved at the Naval Acadeny as head of the Postgraduate Department.

King next tumed his attantion to suhrarines and the exqpanded role of raval aviation. After
training at Pansaoolla, he received hiswings.  He wes naemed assistant chief of the Navwy Departmanit’s
Bureau of Aeroneutic in August 1928,  After pranotion to rear adnirall 26 April 1933 King sernved
as the bureau chief.

On 1 February 1941, be wes designated Camender in Chief, Atlantic Flleet, with the rank of
adniral . Soon after the Unirted Stattes entered World War 11, President Roosaevelt gppointed King
Chief of Naval Operations and the Senate confiirmed the appointment 18 March 1942.  In this
office, with wisdam, inflexible integrity, and determination, he mgpped aut the strategy ad
vigorously directed the goerations of the unprecedented naval carpaigns which led to victory
over Axis poners In Eurgpe and crushed Japan in the Pacific. By act of Congress 14 Decenber
1944, the five-star grade of fleet adniral wes established; his gopointment to that rank wes
confirmed the sare day.

Though relieved by Fleet Adniral Nimitz as Chief of Naval Operations 1n Decenber 1945,
King continued to sene on active duty iIn an advisory cgeecity in the Office of the Secretary of
the Nawy. He died at the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, N.H., on 25 June 1956. During his naval
career, Fleet Admiral King received the Nawy Cross, and the Distiinguished Service Medal with two
Gold Stars, 1n addrtion to many other anards fran the Unirted States and foreign goverments.
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Jon Archer Lejeune
Lieutenant Ceneral, USVC

Lieutenant Gereral Jdn A. Lejeune was bom at Pointe Coypee, Louisiana.on January 10, 1867. Hevent to
Louisiama State University in Baton Rouge and graduated with a Badhelor of Arts degree.  Hewes gooointed as a
midshipman to the US. Nawy Academy, fromwhich he graduated in 1833. After a two-year cruise as a cadet
midshipman, he was comiissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps on Jully 1, 1890, and served In the
Spanish-Arerican War aboard the USSa nci nnati -

In 1903, Lejeure vent to Panamawirth a batttal ion of Mariines when conditions becare critical through the
revolution against Colarbia. He spent three years at the Marine Barracks in Washington, DC and wes then
transferred to duty in the Philippines inMay of 1907. There he comanded the Marine Barradkss, Nawy Yard, Cavite,
ad later the First Brigece of Marines.  He retumed to the Uniited States in June 1909.

As lieuterant colarel, Lejeure vent to Qlbawith the Seocond Provisiianal Briigece Marines fran May through
Decanber of 1912. He was detadhed to the Second Brigade at Guantanano Bay in February, 1913.  In Noverber,
1913, he sailed fran New York with the Second Advanced Base Regiment to Vera Cruz, Mexico.  He returmed hame
in Decanber, 1914, to report to Marine Corps Heedguarters inWashington, D.C. 1o becare assistant to the major
Gereral Camandant of the Marine Corps.

When World Warr | broke aut, Gererall Lejeune took command of the Marrine Barracks at Quantico, Virginia.
He was then assigned to duty In Brost, France. He wes assigned to command a brigade of the Thirty-Second
Division and assumed commard of the Fourth Brigede of Marines of the Second Division inmediately folloving the
attadk of the division in the Soissos offasinve.

On Jduly 28, 1918, Gereral Lejeure assumed command of the Second Divisiion and remained in that capecity
until August, 1919, when the uniit was denobillized.  He wes the first Marine officer to hold an Army divisional
comand, and fol loving the Armistiice, he led his division in the march into Germany.

During the war, he wes recognized by the French Govermment as a strategist and leader ad received the
Legion of Honor, and the Croix de Guerre.  He received the Distinguished Service Medal from Gereral Jon J.
Pershing and the Navy Distiinguiished Sexviice Medal when he returmed 1o the Unirted Stattes foll loving the oocupa-
tion of Germeny.

In Cctober, 1919, he was again gopointed commanding General, Marine Barradks, Quantiico, prior to his
appointment as Major General Canmmandarnt of the Marine Corps on June 30, 1920.

Uoon expiration of his seood term as Comandant, General Lejeure indicated his desire not to retire fram
the Marire Corps, butwes relieved as Commandant in March, 1919. On Noverber 10, 1929, he retired inorder to
acogpt the position of syperintedant of the VirginiaMilitary Institute, serving there unti il poor healith necessi-
tated his resignation in Cctober, 1967.  InFeoruary, 1942, he as pramoted to the rark I lieuterent gereral onthe
Varine Corps retdired list.

Gereral Lejeure died on Novarber 20, 1942, at the Union Menorial Hospirtal, Baltinore, Maryland, and wes
interred in the Arlington Natioral Ganetery.
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ADM RAL MARC A. “PETE"” M TSCHER

Naval Aviator Number 33

Throughout his naval career, Marc Mirtscher epirtomized the qual ities that mede him an outstanding
leader: honor, courage and caomirtment.  Borm on January 26, 1887, in Hilllsboro, Wisconsin, he went
on to graduate fram the Naval Academy 1n 1910, eam his camission as an Ensign on March 7, 1912
and conplleted flight training at NAS Pensaocola in July 1916 to eam his “wings of gold.””

Early iIn his career as aNaval Aviator LOOR Mitsdher learmed te value of comintment, dedication ad
parsaverance.  In 1919 the Nawy plamed an attenpt to ke the farst to fly across the Atlantic. Mitsdher
wes assigned as one of the pilots aooard the NC-1 aircraft. His aircraft wes part of a three-plane
squedron attepting the trans-Atdlantic flight.  As ae of the pilots, he quickly learmed about courage
ad honor during the attanpted trans-Atlantic flight. To fly this nessive NC segplare recuired skilll,
endurance and perseverance.  The physical eertion ad skill to mairtain the aircraft in flight, esoe-
cially in raughvweather, wes a true test of a persas nettle.  His plane, alogwith the NC-3, wes foroed
doan 1IN heawy seas due 1o thidk Tog before reaching the Azores, the midaay point en route to Portugal .
Keenly disgppoirnted in not achieving the goal of being the farst to aross the Atlantic, he drew fram this
eqerience a sharpened sense of duty and commirtmentt necessary for suocess, thus settting the stage for
his future accomplisents InNaval Aviation. For this attenpted trans-Altantic flight he wes anarded
the Nawy Cross “For distinguished service in the line of his profession as a menber of the crew of the
Segpllarne NC-1, which mede a lang overseas flight fran Newfoundland to the vicinity of the Azores In
May 1919.”

During the period between World War 1 and World War 11 Mitscher”s experience with the Nawy’s
develogping carrier forces were instrurental inneking carrier aviation a true striking force for the Nawy
in the Pacificwar. He sought to inprove the tedology, tactics and doctrine for Naval Aviation.
Certainly are of his nost lasting contributias is the develgorent of the carrier task foree. Early in
World W\ar 11 airaraft carriers tended to goerate alare. Mitscher sought to drange thils doctriine with the
conoentration of carrier foraes that woulld eventual ly becore the carriier task force. Duriing the years of
brtter naval aorbat in the Pacirfic, his nare and the words “fast carrier task foree” care to be synony-
mous.  Carrier forces led by Adniral Mitscher gained and maintained control of the ssaad air ip to the
very shores of Japan.

Adniral Marc A. Mitsdher, involhvad in Navall Aviation for alimost his entiire career, died on February 3,
1947 while serving as Camander in Chief, Atlantic Flest. Thewords of Adniral Arlleigh Burke provide
the greatest tribute ad recognirtion of his leadership, “He spoke Ina lov voice and used fewwords.
Yet, so great wes his concem for his pegple—for their training and welfare In peacetine ad their
resce in corbat-that he was ablle to dotain their final ounce of effort and loyalty, without which he
could not have becare the preaminent carrier force commancer in thewordd. Abulldog of a figtter, a
strategist blessed with an uncamy abi ity 1o foresee his eneny’s next move, and a lifelong searder
after truth ad trout streans, he wes above all elseperhgps above all other—a Naval Aviator.”
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Admiral Hymen G. Ridkover

Hymen G. Ridkover was bom in Polland on 27 January 1900, just a few months before
the Arerican sulmarine force care Into existence. He graduated fram the Neval Acadany In
1922 and served on board USSLaval lette and USSNeveda until he retumed to the Acadary
for postgradLate education inellectrical eginesring.

Ridkover udernent suimarine training between January and June 1930. His service
as head of the Electrical Sectaion in the Bureau of Ships during World War 11 brought hima
Legion of Mertt and gave him exquerience indirecting large develgoent prograns, doosing
talentad tedmical people, and working closely with private industry. Assigned to the Bu-
reau of Ships 1IN Septarber 1947, Ridover received training innuclear poner at Cek Ridoe
Temessse ad worked wirth the bureau to expllore the possibi Ity of nuclear ship praaullsion.
In February 1949, he received an assigmment to the Division of Reactor Daveloomant, U.S.
Atomic Erergy Camission and then assumed aontroll of the Nawy™s effort as Director of the
Naval Reectors Branch in the Bureau of Ships. This twin rolle erebled him to lead the effort
1o develgp tre world’s farst nuclear—poneraed suararine, USSNautilus [SS\HG71]. The latter
Joired the flest in January 195%5.

Pramoted to the rark of Vice Adniral by 1968, Ridover exerted tremendous persoral
imAuence over tre nuclear Nawy iIn both an engineering and aultural sase. His viens touded
matters of design, praulision, education, parsarel, ad professioal stacards. Inevery
s, he played tre role of father to tre nuclear flect, rtsofficars, ad rsmen. After sixty-
four years of s=rviae, Ridover retired fram the Nawy as a fulll aohiral on 19 January 1982,
He died on July 8, 1986.
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BML Janes E. WIIi ans

Sl Hul battle direction i1s ae of the most inportant requirenents for a leeder inthe
U.S. Nawy. Boatsnain’s Mate 15t Cllass Jares E. Willliars, who received the Medal of Honor
for his achievaments, denanstrated extreordinary bravery ad leedership during the Viet-
nemViar. The petty officer wes assigned to the River Patrol Foroe whose mission wes to
Interogpt Viet Cong anms shipments on the watervays of South Vietnam”s Mekong DelHa.

On 31 October 1956, Williars, patrol comrander for his boat, River Patrol Boat 105,
and another FBR wes searchiing for Viet Cog guerrillas goerating in an isolated area of the
Pelta. Suddenly, Comunist guerrillas mamning two sanpans opened fire on the Averi-
cas. WhenWillians and his men neutral ized ane boat crew, the other ane escgped Into a
nearby canal . The PBR sailors gave dese ad soon found thamselves 1n a beehinve of eneny
activity as Viet Corg guerrillas goened up with rodet propel led grenedes and sralll ams
against the Arericans fran fortified river bark positions.  Against overwhelming odds,
saveral times Willians led his PBRs against concentrations of enany juks ad sarpars.
He allso called for sugport fram the heavilly armed UH-1B Huey helliagpters of Nawy Hellioop-
ter Attack (Light) Squedron 3, the “Seanolves.”” When that hellp arrived, he kided of
another attadk inthe failling light, cleverly tuming an his boats” searchlights o illumirete
enany foraes ad posttians.  As a result of tre three-hour batttlle, the Arerican reval force
killed numeraus Viet Cog guerrilllas, destroyed over fifty vessels, ad disrupted anajor
enany lagistic geeration.  BViL Williars not onlly displayed greatt courage udex fire, buta
keen uderstanding of how his Sailors, wegpons, and equipment coulld be used to achieve

viday.
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